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COMMITTEE ON FISH AND FISHERIES. 

A. S. Pearse, Chairman. 

During the spring of 1917, a questionnaire concerning 
time of spawning as related to temperature and season was 
sent to 650 persons in the United States and Canada. A num- 
ber of replies were received and data concerning six species 
of fishes were secured. More information is needed before 
a complete report can be made. The general plan of work is 
similar to that ornithologists have used in keeping records of 
bird migration. Those willing to co-operate should notify the 
chairman. 

The views of the members of this committee have recently 
been solicited regarding the adoption of a plan for the examina 
tion and approval of papers on fishes, similar to the plan al- 
ready adopted by the Committee on Climatic Conditions. 

COMMITTEE ON THE PRESERVATION OF NATURAL 
CONDITIONS. 

The Committee on the Preservation of Natural Conditions 
for Ecological Study was appointed in the summer of 1917 for 
the purpose of securing full information regarding the natural 
areas in the United States and Canada which are of such out- 
standing ecological interest as to be worthy of perpetual pres- 
ervation for scientific purposes, and with the object of aiding 
local interests in the practical measures which will be necessary 
to assure such preservation. The work of the committee can be 



greatly aided by the prompt and hearty co-operation of all 
members of the society, both with respect to the supplying of 
information and the opening of opportunities by which the 
weight of the society may be added to the local demand for 
the segregation of particular areas. 

As an important feature in the organization of its work, 
the committee is now engaged in building up a file of cards, 
bearing information regarding ecologically important areas, 
which have already been placed under auspices that will as- 
sure their preservation, and areas which it is highly desirable 
to preserve. In this file are to be comprised all national and 
state forests which are still in a natural condition, areas ir* 
national or private ownership which still bear the virgin com- 
munities of plants and animals, and other areas of forest, 
prairie, swamp, stream, bog, pond, shore, dune or desert which 
are of great ecological value. From the very great number of 
areas that it might be desirable to preserve it is particularly 
iraportant for the committee to obtain full information regard 
ing those that are unique or very accessible. It is especially 
desirable that measures be taken to preserve natural areas 
in the vicinity of our principal research and educational insti 
tutions and as near as possible to our great centers of popula- 
tion. 

Copies of the cards used in this file are being sent out 
under separate cover, and every member of the Society is 
urged to use them in making recommendations to the com 
mittee for the preservation of areas which may have come to 
his attention or are adjacent to his field of work. Each card 
should be filled in duplicate, one copy being sent to the chair- 
man and the other to the member of the committee for the 
district in which the area lies. Additional cards will be cheer- 
fully supplied by the chairman. 

The committee plans to publish a list of the areas repre- 
sented by the card file, as an aid in bringing some of the less 
known ones to general attention and as a means of giving to 
ecologists a series of descriptions of areas available for eco- 
logical work. The committee also wishes to bring about the 
publication of popular articles pointing out the importance 



of the preservation of natural conditions for humanitarian as 
well as for scientific objects. The assistance of members of 
the Society is particularly solicited in this connection. Photo- 
graphs of high excellence and statements of the unmistakable 
value of preserves already in existance can be made use of in 
this connection. Information regarding local organizations 
with similar aims, or active societies for civic improvement, 
may also be of value to the committee. 

As an aid to the verification of the information given on 
the cards it is requested that one copy be sent to the cliairman 
of the committee and one to the member in whose territory 
the area is located. The following list shows the territory as- 
signed to each member. 

MEMBERS OF COMMITTEE ON PRESERVATION OF 
NATURAL CONDITIONS. 

V. E. Shelford, 506 W. Iowa St., Urbana, 111., Chairman. 
R. T. Fisher, Bussey Institution, Jamaica Plain, Mass., New 
England. 

W. L. Bray, Syracuse University, Syracuse, N. Y., New York. 
J. W. Harshberger, 4839 Walton Ave., Philadelphia, - Pa.. 

Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 

West Virginia. 

J. R. Watson, Agricultural Experiment Station, Gainesville, 
Fla., North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida. 
G. W. Goldsmith, Lafayette, La., Alabama, Mississippi, Louis- 
• iana, Arkansas. 

F. H. Blodgett, College Station, Tex., Texas, Oklahoma. 

G. A. Pearson, Flagstaff, Ariz., Arizona, New Mexico. 

J. Grinnell, University of California, Berkeley, Calif., Cali- 
fornia and Nevada. 

G. B. Rigg, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash., Wash- 
ington, Oregon, Alaska. 

M. J. Elrod, University of Montana, Missoula Mont., Montana, 
Idaho, Wyoming. 

F. Ramaley, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colo., Utah, 
Colorado. 



W. S. Cooper, 1523 VV. Lake St., Minneapolis, Minn., Minne- 
sota, North Dakota, South Dakota. 

R. H. Wolcott, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Neb., Kan- 
sas, Nebraska, Iowa and Missouri. 

A. S. Pearse, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wis., Wis- 
consin, Michigan. 

II. G. Cowles, University of Chicago, Chicago, 111., Indiana, 
Illinois, Ohio, Kentucky, Tennessee. 

J. Davidson, Kerrisdale, British Columbia, British Columbia 

F. J. Lewis, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Can- 
aba, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba. 

C. D. Howe, University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada, Ontario. 

F. E. Lloyd, McGill University, Montreal, Canada, Quebec. 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Newfoundland. 

NOTICE TO MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY. 

A separate cover is being sent to each member of the 
Society with this issue of the Bulletin, containing the cards 
for listing areas, as mentioned above, and also an information 
blank and a brief statement regarding the character of the 
Society. Every member is urged to use the information blank 
and statement in an effort to secure a new member, qualified 
by a permanent interest in any of the departments of ecologi- 
cal work. Additional blanks and statements will be supplied 
by the Secretary-Treasurer on request. 



